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The Golden Goose is a fairy tale recorded by the 
Brothers Grimm about a young man who is given  
a goose with golden feathers.In BrIef

LIteracy Lesson Ideas
  Read the story, then have a class discussion, using these 10 questions as talking points:

1.  Where did this story take place?

2. Which characters did you like best and why?

3. Which characters did you dislike and why?

4. Why do you think Fritz’s brothers were so mean to him?

5.  Who do you think the old man was?

6. How does this story teach you about kindness?

7. Why were the sisters wrong to try to steal a feather?

8. What do you think they would do with a golden feather?

9. Was it fair that the other people became attached to the sisters?

10. Why do you think that happened?

  
  Before discussing the characters, you could use our Good and Bad Sheet to sort the 
characters into good, bad or in between.

  What lesson do you think this story teaches us? Perhaps there is more than one lesson.

 Fritz’s brothers and the three sisters learn a lesson about greed.
 You could say that the people who get stuck to the three sisters learn a  

lesson about interfering in other people’s business OR acting without thinking. 
 Fritz learns a lesson about the importance of kindness.

Do the king and princess learn a lesson? Can you think of a lesson they could learn too?

  See our Golden Goose Word Wise Sheet to discover the meanings of some of the longer 
or less familiar words in the story and for some additional activities.
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LIteracy Lesson Ideas, contInued

  Put the story in the right order using our Story Sequencing Sheet or tell the story  
in four paragraphs using our Golden Goose Simple Storyboard

  Tell the story from the golden goose’s point of view or tell a story about what happens  
to the goose after it moves in with the royal family using The Goose’s Story Sheet.

  If you owned a golden feather, what would you do with it? Write your ideas on  
our Golden Feather Wish Sheet.

  Test your memory using our Golden Goose: Who’s in the Queue? Sheet.

  The plural word for goose is geese. How many more plural nouns do you know  
for animals? Find out on our Animal Plurals Sheet.

  Find out more about the Brothers Grimm in our free Fairy Tale Teaching Resource Pack: 
http://www.storytimeforschools.com/teaching-resources/

  Try our addition, subtraction and multiplication problems in the Feather Fun challenge.

Maths Lesson Idea2

  Play Follow the Leader. Each child places a hand on the shoulder of the child in front. 
The child at the front leads their followers around the room, changing their direction and 
pace without warning or they can follow your instructions. Can the queue stick together? 
Let children take it in turns to be the leader and find out how hard it was for Fritz.

Pe Lesson Idea3
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  Do geese really have golden feathers? Find out on our Groovy Goose Fact Sheet.

scIence Lesson Idea4

  Use our Story Map Sheet to draw Fritz’s journey from his home to the palace.  
Don’t forget to include all the landmarks he passes.

geograPhy Lesson Idea5

  Make your own giant goose with golden feathers to decorate your classroom. Draw  
a goose outline on card using the goose illustration on our Storytime cover for guidance, 
and either print out our Golden Feathers Sheet and colour them in or use yellow craft 
feathers to decorate it.

  Decorate our Golden Goose Masks and act out the story.

  Give the goose glittering golden feathers on our Colouring Sheet.

  Draw your favourite character in our Storytime Picture Frame.

art Lesson Idea6
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Find out what the trickier words mean in  
Storytime Issue 33’s The Golden Goose.

QuIck coMPrehensIon checker
1.  What did Fritz share with the old man?

                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                          

2. Why did the old man advise Fritz not to go home?

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

3. Who was the fifth person to join the queue behind the golden goose? 

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

4. Why did the king issue a decree?

                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                              

5 How did the people become unstuck?

                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                              

 Simpleton – fool
 Wore on –  moved on, got later  

in time
 Vanished – disappeared
 Toiling – working hard
 Astonishing – surprising, amazing
 Plumage –  feathers
 Procession – line of people
 Queue  – line of people

 Parade –  line of people 
 Reigned – ruled
 Decree – order, command
 Fishmonger –  someone who  

sells fish
 Reeling – sway, stagger
 Guffawed –  laughed
 Dismissed – sent away

The Golden Goose: Word Wise Sheet StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

Word
Watch
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curIous adjectIves
The line of people behind the goose 
is described as peculiar, strange, 
odd and curious. Write some other 
adjectives to describe it. 

get the gIggLes

WrIte 
It!

Write a letter to Fritz from his brothers, 
Jacob and Rolf, apologising for being  
so mean to him.

Make the princess laugh like Fritz did! 
Write your favourite funny joke here.

tIP!
Why not start with: 
Why did the golden 

goose cross the 
road?

The Golden Goose: Word Wise Sheet StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources
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Sort the characters in the story depending  
on whether you think they are good, bad or  
in between. Write their names in each column.

naMe                                                         cLass                  

good and 
Bad sheet

Favourite Fairy Tale: The Golden Goose StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

good in between bad
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Fritz shares his lunch with an old man.

A policeman tries to help the girls and gets stuck too.

Fritz gives the golden goose to the royal family and marries the princess

Fritz heads for the palace, followed by a long 
queue of people.

A vicar follows the girls and gets stuck. 

The whole line becomes unstuck!

The old man gives Fritz a golden goose.

The princess and the king see Fritz through the 

window and laugh.

Fritz and the three sisters and the vicar and the policeman 

pass a farmer and his wife and they get stuck too.

Favourite Fairy Tale: The Golden Goose StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

story  
seQuencIng  

sheet Number these sentences from 1 to 12 to put 
them in the right order.

Fritz and his brothers go into the forest to chop wood.

The sisters tell the king that they tried to steal the feathers.

Three sisters get stuck to the goose when they try to steal a feather.

naMe                                                    

cLass                     
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The Golden Goose: Simple Storyboards StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

Using the pictures below, write The Golden Goose in your own words.

naMe                                                    cLass                     
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What happened to the golden goose when the 
story ended? Write a short story about it here.

Favourite Fairy Tale: The Golden Goose StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

naMe                                                            cLass                     

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

the goose’s 
story



If I had a golden feather, I would…
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Write your 
ideas here!

Favourite Fairy Tale: The Golden Goose StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

naMe                                                    cLass                     

goLden feather 

WIsh sheet
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vicar

policeman

Farmer

king

old man

Farmer’s wife Eldest sister

Jacob

The Golden Goose: Who’s in the Queue? StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

Can you remember who got stuck to the golden goose?  
Tick the characters you think are right.

naMe                                                    cLass                      
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Do you know the plurals for these 
animals? Write your answers below.

naMe                                                         cLass                  
Answers: Ducks, Cats, Mice, Wolves, Tigers, Sheep.

1 2goose

1 2duck

1 2cat

1 2Mouse

1 2WoLf

1 2tIger

1 2sheeP

Favourite Fairy Tale: The Golden Goose StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

anIMaL  
PLuraLs
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Which goose has the most golden 
feathers? Work out the answer to each 
sum and tick the goose that’s right.

naMe                                                         cLass                  
Answers: Goose B has the most golden feathers.

40 – 13

12 x 2

18 + 9 + 3

a

c

B

11 + 10 + 8

d

Favourite Fairy Tale: The Golden Goose StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

feather fun
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   There are lots of different types of geese. This is how you can recognise them:

 The Pink-Footed Goose has pink feet!
  The Bean Goose has an orange stripe across its black beak. It’s like a baked  
bean in colour.
 The Greylag Goose is pale grey and honks a lot.
 The White-Fronted Goose has a white patch above its beak.
 The Brent Goose has a white patch on the side of its neck.
 The Barnacle Goose has a white face and black head and neck.
 The Canada Goose looks like it is wearing a white strap under its chin.
 The Egyptian Goose has brown eye patches and reddish-brown wing and tail feathers.

Visit the RSPB website to see what they look like: https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-
wildlife/bird-and-wildlife-guides/browse-bird-families/swans.aspx

 
   Canada Geese originally came from North America. They’re the goose you’re most  
likely to see wherever there are lakes, ponds or parks.

   Egyptian Geese got their name because they were sacred to the Ancient Egyptians.  
Lots of Ancient Egyptian art features these geese.

   Most geese, like the Brent and Barnacle, only visit the UK in winter. They fly here  
from colder places like Siberia, Russia or Canada. 

   Most Canada Geese stay in the UK all year round.  

   Geese mostly eat grass or cereal crops. Some eat roots and algae.  

   Geese are famous for flying in a letter V shape. They do this to save energy. The bird  
at the front flaps the hardest, and the geese behind glide along, enjoying less resistance 
from the wind. But, don’t worry, they all take it in turns to be at the front! 

Geese are known as ‘waterfowl’ or ‘wildfowl’, 
because they have webbed feet, waterproof 
feathers and they are good swimmers. They  
also spend a lot of time near water.

Favourite Fairy Tale: The Golden Goose StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

groovy goose 

fact sheet
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Colour in and cut 
out these golden 
feathers to make 
your own golden 

goose!

naMe                                                            cLass                     

Favourite Fairy Tale: The Golden Goose Craft StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources
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Print out and cut out this mask and use it to act out The Golden Goose.

2017

For more free downloads go to: www.storytimemagazine.com/free

Favourite Fairy Tale: The Golden Goose Mask StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources
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try thIs!
Decorate it with 
gold glitter too!

coLourIng  
sheet

Colour in this picture  
from Storytime Issue 33’s  
The Golden Goose story!

naMe                                                            cLass                     
Favourite Fairy Tale: The Golden Goose colouring StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources



© storytimemagazine.com 2017

naMe                                                            cLass                     

The Golden Goose: Storytime Picture Frame StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources


