
Masha and the Bear in Storytime Issue 63 is a famous  
Russian fairy tale, which has also inspired a TV series. 
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In Brief

1 literacy lesson ideas

  If you need to know some of the more unusual word meanings in Masha and the Bear  
or any of the other stories from Storytime Issue 63, see our Storytime Glossary Sheet.

  Look at the cover of our magazine. Can your pupils work out what the story is about?  
Who is the goodie and who is the baddie? What conflict might the characters face?  
Look at their predictions again after you’ve read the story.  

  Read the story a few times, then discuss it using our Class Discussion Sheet. 

  Also, once you’re familiar with the story, see if you can draw comparisons between this 
story and other fairy tales. How does Masha’s story compare to Little Red Riding Hood  
and the story of Goldilocks? Find similarities and differences.

  Check how well everyone recalled the story using our Multiple Choice Quiz.

  Put the fairy tale sentences in the correct order on our Story Sequencing Sheet.

  Retell the story using our Simple Storyboard Sheets.

  Look at an extract from Masha and the Bear in more depth using our Reading 
Comprehension Extract.

  Break the story down into its key parts using our Story Structure Sheet. 

 

Continued on page 2...
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  Use our Character Description Sheet as a starting point to help you write  
about Masha and the bear.

  Cut out our Storytime Storyteller Cards and work in pairs or small groups to tell the  
story again or create a new story.

  On our Storytime Writing Template tell the story from the bear’s point of view.

  Use our Escape Plan Sheet to pretend you are Masha. Break down her ideas for escaping 
in simple steps. For example, to get started, you could write: 

 1. Ask the bear if I can visit my grandparents to give them a gift. 
 2. The bear will say no.

  Act out the story using our printable Masha and the Bear Masks.

      

2 Design Technology lesson ideas

   If you can’t find any piroshki in your local area, why not make them in class?  

You can find a meat recipe here:  
https://www.kiwico.com/diy/Arts-and-Crafts-Ideas/1/project/Russian-Piroshki/727  

And a vegetarian recipe here:  
https://www.vegetarianliving.co.uk/recipes.php?do=view&recipe=434

    Go on a food adventure and find out more about traditional foods from Russia.  
Ask your class to make a list. Get some ideas here:  
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/top-10-foods-try-russia  

    Which Russian foods would you like to try? Blini are very easy to sample in  
class with lots of different toppings. You could pretend to go berry picking and  
try different berries too.

Continued on page 3...
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3 art lesson ideas

  Decorate your classroom wall with baskets of piroshki. You 
can make a basket easily using a paper plate. Simply cut 
out the top half of the inner circle part of a plate, leaving the 
edge in place. Paint it brown and then cut out yellow moon, 
oval or circle shapes to fill up your baskets with piroshki 
buns. Tie a ribbon or crepe paper bow around the handle 
to make it look like the basket in our story.

    Draw a map of Masha’s journey through the forest using Masha’s 
Map Sheet. Make sure you include the following details: Masha’s cottage,  
the forest, the berry area of the forest, the bear’s cabin, the tallest oak tree,  
the dense trees, the thorny bushes, the tree stump where the bear sat,  
the ravine and the rock where the bear sat.

   Colour in our picture of Masha and the bear on our Storytime Colouring Sheet  
– look at our story illustrations for inspiration.

   Draw your favourite character from the story in our Storytime Picture Frame.
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Check you know the meanings of  
all the words in Storytime Issue 63.

STOrYTIME 
GLOSSArY

The Doyouthinkhesaurus (Page 6)
 Vision – eyesight
 Chortling – laughing
 Prehistoric – millions of years ago, before 

people could record what was happening
 Distract – get his attention

The Car that Went Far (Page 8)
 Zippy – fast
 Sleek – shiny
 Streamlined – smooth, sleek
 Meant business – was serious
 Charger – device that plugs into the side  

of a machine to give it power
 Glug – drink
 Sniggering – laughing in a mocking way
 Protested – argued, complained
 Jeered – taunted, mocked
 Revving – pressing on the accelerator  

to make the engine faster and louder
 Piled out – squeezed out in a chaotic way
 Coursing – flowing

The Sleeping Knights (Page 12)
 Staff – long stick 
 Companion – friend
 Descended – went down
 Gleaming – shiny
 Cram – squeeze 
 Wisdom – knowledge 
 Overthrow – defeat, put an end to

 Entrusting – trusting
 Dutifully – loyally, respectfully
 Burden – heavy load

 
The Princess and the Pea Soup (Page 18)

 Courageous – brave
 Dismay – disappointment
 Flustered – disconcerted, troubled
 Gloop – sloppy liquid 
 Grimace – pull a face, frown
 Queasy – sick
 Banqueting hall – large room where feasts 

and celebrations take place
 Fondant – soft paste made from icing sugar
 Swathes – rows

Masha and the Bear (Page 22)
 Petted – stroked, patted
 Plumper – fatter, bigger
 Strayed – wandered away, left
 Hatching – coming up with
 Piroshki – small pastries filled with meat, 

vegetables, fish or sometimes fruit
 Dense – close together
 Eagle eyes – brilliant eyesight
 Ravine – gorge or valley
 Commotion – noise, fuss

Continued on page 2...
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Thunder and Lightning (Page 30)
 Fierce – violent
 Felled – knocked down, chopped down
 Offended – upset
 Bellowing – shouting loudly
 Scolding – telling off
 Cowered – trembled
 Consumed by – overwhelmed with, full of
 Envy – jealousy
 Banished – sent away, expelled

The Animals and the Mirror (Page 34)
 Stalked – followed prey, walked stealthily
 Bulgy – sticking out, large
 Weedy – puny, weak
 Intrigued – curious
 Trudged – walked slowly, plodded
 Cautiously – warily, unsure, carefully
 Trampled – stamped on, crushed
 Ignorance – being unaware, lacking 

knowledge
 Bliss – happiness

The Magic Carpet (Page 36)
 Sultan – Muslim ruler
 Competing – struggling, fighting
 Settle – resolve, sort, decide
 Extraordinary – extra special, remarkable
 Inn – place that serves food and drink and 

has rooms to stay in too
 Lodgings – rooms to stay in for a short 

time, like a holiday home 
 Heady – strong, aromatic
 Spectacular – stunning, impressive
 Tatty – scruffy, ragged
 Command – demand, deserve
 Smirking – smiling in a sarcastic way
 Curiosity – wonder, rare item
 Swiftly – quickly
 Value – appreciate, respect
 Exceptional – outstanding, brilliant
 Exquisite – superb, beautiful
 Rejoicing – celebrating
 Soared – flew
 Pronounced – declared, announced
 Alerted – warned of
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Start talking about the story in more  
detail with the help of these questions.
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CLASS DISCUSSION SHEET

Text Questions

1. Have you ever been berry-picking? Where did you go?  
Who did you go with? What did you do with the berries? 

2. How did Masha get separated from her friends? 

3. Do you think Masha did the right thing when she stayed with the bear?

4. Was the bear scary or friendly? Why?

5. What happened to the bear after he was chased away by the dogs?

picture Question What is the bear thinking in this picture?
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MULTIPLE STOrY QUIZ 

1 2

 
3 4

5

7

6

8

Do you remember all  
the details in Masha and  
the Bear? Find out here. 

Answers: 1c, 2b, 3a, 4b, 5a, 6c, 7b, 8a. 

What did Masha’s 
grandparents call her?
a) Clever
b) Brave 
c) Funny

What colour was Masha’s 
cottage?
a) White 
b) Yellow 
c) Red

Who did Masha go  berry picking with?a) Pet dogs b) Friends c) Grandparents

What did the bear want 

Masha to cook for him?

a) Porridge 

b) Piroshki 

c) Pies

What did the bear say he’d 
do to Masha if she escaped?

a) Take her home 
b) Eat her up 
c) Lock her away

Where did Masha hide  
when the bear set off for  
her grandparents’ cottage?
a) In a basket 
b) Up a tall tree 
c) In a ravine

Where did the bear sit down 
the first time he took a rest?

a) On a rock 
b) On a hill 
c) On a tree stump

Who chased the bear away?

a) Masha
b) The dogs 
c) The grandparents
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Number these sentences from 1 to 12 to put them in the right order.

Story Sequencing Sheet

Masha stays with the bear and tries to come up with an  
escape plan.

Masha cooks lots of little pies called piroshki and puts them in  
a basket for the bear to give to her grandparents.

Masha cries because she wants to go home to her grandparents.

A bear owns the cabin. He tells Masha she has to stay with him  
and cook for him.

Clever Masha pops out of the basket. Her grandparents are  
happy to see her.

Masha hides in the basket of piroshki when the bear isn’t looking,  
so he carries her though the forest.

Masha tells the bear not to eat the piroshki. She says she is going  
to spy on him from a tall tree.

The bear tells Masha that if she tries to escape, he will eat her up.

The bear knocks on her grandparents’ door. Masha’s dogs and  
all the dogs in the village chase him away. 

Masha goes berry picking in the forest with her friends. 

Masha asks the bear if she can take a gift to her grandparents.  
He says no, but offers to take the gift for her.

Masha gets lost in the forest and finds a cabin. She waits there.
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Use these pictures to help you.

1

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

2

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

3

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

4

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
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Complete the tasks below the extract.

It was a long walk and the bear had to scramble through dense trees 
and over thorny bushes. He walked and walked until he felt so tired 
and hungry he needed to put down the heavy basket and rest.

He sat on a tree stump and said, “I’m going to eat a piroshki. Masha 
will never be able to see me now.”

1. Find and circle three nouns that tell you the bear is in a forest.

2. Underline the two adjectives and two verbs which hint that the bear is tired. 

3. Can you think of three different verbs to use instead of ‘said’?

4. The bear overcomes dense trees and thorny  
bushes. Write a third challenge he has to face here.

                                                                                      

                                                                                      

                                                                                      

                                                                                      

DESCRIBE IT! 
Write a sentence to  describe the forest here.

Answers 1. Trees, bushes, stump. 2. Adjectives – long and heavy, 
nouns – scramble and walked. 3. You could use: thought, muttered, 
decided, declared or grumbled, for example.

1.                                       2.                                       3.                                          

                                                                                 
                                                                                 
                                                                                 
                                                                                



Who is the main character in the story?

What is the main problem in the story?

What is the solution?

How does the story end?

StorytimeTM

Teaching ResourcesStory Structure Sheet
Where is the story set?

Who are the secondary characters? Write their names here.

                                                                                                           

                                                                                                              

THINK 
ABOUT 

 IT! 

When is the story set? 
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Circle the adjectives you think suit the characters best.

How did Masha’s grandparents feel when 
she came home? Write one adjective here.

Little

Write It! 

CHARACTER  
DESCRIPTION SHEET

MASHA

Homesick Clever 

Old Lazy Upset  Kind

Mean Bossy Angry 

Friendly Foolish Scary  

Weak Hungry Tired 
TinyGreedy Bossy BEAR
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Use these cards to help you tell Masha and the Bear’s story.
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Write down Masha’s escape plan in easy-to-follow steps.

ESCAPE PLAN SHEET
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mask to act out the story.
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Print out and cut out our Masha mask 
and our bear mask to act out the story.
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colouRing SHEET 



© storytimemagazine.com 2019

Favourite Fairy Tale: Masha and the Bear StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

Name                                                                         Class            

PICTUrE FrAME

My favourite character is ___________________ 

I like this character because _________________ 

_________________________________________ 


