
The Dragon’s Tail is an exciting story from 
Storytime Issue 71. It’s about a group of boys  
who go on an adventure to find a mythical 
monster. They manage to catch this creature from 
another time – but things do not go as planned!
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In Brief

1 Literacy lesson ideas
  When you read the story, you might come across some words you don’t know. If this 
happens, look them up in the Glossary. Once you look up a word, try to make up a 
sentence that uses it.

  The Dragon’s Tail has many fun characters and ideas in it. Answer the questions on  
the Class Discussion Sheet to start thinking about how the story works.

  Can you spot a verb, an adjective, an adverb or even a simile? Complete the questions on 
the Reading Comprehension Sheet to show off your word-spotting skills. 

  How would you retell the story of Helmut and the dragon? Use our Simple Storyboard 
Sheet and write your own version of the tale under the pictures!

  Fill out the Story Structure Sheet to find out how The Dragon’s Tail works. TIP: this sheet is 
also handy if you’re planning to write a story of your own (and complete the Quick Quiz).

  How well do you remember the things that happened in The Dragon’s Tail? Cut out the ten 
mixed-up story sections in the Story Sequencing Sheet and put them in the right order!

   Think about how the dragon in the story would feel about four boys hunting for it and 
coming into its cave! Then fill out the Dragon’s Diary worksheet by writing a diary entry 
from the dragon’s point of view.

   Dragons are amazingly cool creatures that appear in lots of stories. We have collected 
eight of our favourites in the Dragon’s Reading Challenge! Tick off the ones that you have 
already read – and choose one that you haven’t read to get out of the library.

Continued on page 2...
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2 Geography Lesson Ideas

   Dragons feature in myths and legends from all over the world. Find out ten amazing 
dragon facts on the Dragon Fact Sheet, and then see if you can find Wales and Bhutan 
(two countries that have dragons on their flags) on a map. (HINT: one is in the UK, and 
the other is in the Himalayas, the largest mountain range in Asia!)

   Our Dragon Data Cards are packed with amazing information on six of the most 
incredible dragons from around the world. Can you find the countries they come  
from on a map?

Art lesson ideas3
  The Imagine Your Dragon worksheet has questions that will help you to come up with 
your own dragon. Fill it in – and draw your creation in the picture frame!

  Cut out and colour in the Dragon Mask to act out a dragon myth – or your own story!

  Use the Cave Art Colouring sheet to complete the picture of Helmut’s meeting with  
the dragon. What colour will your dragon be?

  The Build Your Own Dragon Kit has six different dragon heads, bodies and tails  
to cut out. Mix and match to make your own monster!

  Knights of old used to go into battle with their own ‘coat of arms’ painted on their 
shields. This was a cool colourful design that told everybody who they were, even if 
they were wearing a big helmet! Follow the instructions in the Make Your Own Coat of 
Arms section to design your own. You can even put a hare, a lion or a DRAGON on it!
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Look up the meanings of words  
used in Storytime Issue 71 here!

STOrYTIME 
GLOSSArY

The People Upstairs (Page 6)

 Bowling alley – place where people do 

ten-pin bowling 

 Conducted – guided

 Pogo sticks – toys that help you jump

 Abates – stops

The High Life (Page 8)

 Bushy – with many bushes 

 Den – wild animal’s secret home

 Lean – thin

 Tagging along – following

 Ventured – went

 Growling – rough frightening sound

 Screeching – high screaming sound

 Wedged – jammed

 Hustled and bustled – were noisy  

and busy

 Scaffolds – frames of wood and metal 

used to help build or fix buildings

 Squirm – wriggle

 Clumsy – not graceful

 Stealthy – sneaky

 Pillage – steal

 Scrambling – rushing quickly

 Succulent – juicy

 Trotted off – jogged away

Moon River Melody (Page 14)

 Boogie – dance

 Rudely – in a rude way

 Plunge – dive

 Snorkel – tube used to breathe underwater

 Gulp – swallow

 Murky – dark and not clear

 Galleon – old sailing ship 

 Unhook – release

 Gasped – said while breathing  

out suddenly

 Whirled – swung

 Spun – turned around quickly

The Celebrated Jumping Frog  

of Calaveras County (Page 19)

 Timber – wood 

 Roosters – male chickens

 Kicked up a fuss – started a fight

 Puzzled – confused

 Plopped – put

 Flummoxed – very confused

 Cannonball – heavy metal ball  

that is fired out of a cannon

The Dragon’s Tail (Page 22)

 Strapping – putting

 Chasm – steep valley

 Lurk – hang around sneakily

 Scaly – covered in scales

 Mossy – covered in moss

 Boulders – very big rocks

 Litter – leave rubbish

 Twilight – dim light

 Doubtfully – as if unsure

 Monstrous – big and horrible

 Fangs – big pointy teeth  

 Yell – shout
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STOrYTIME 
GLOSSArY

 Rodeo rider – person who rides wild 

horses or bulls at rodeos

 Dinged – made a ‘dinging’ sound

 Donged – made a ‘donging’ sound

 Menacingly – in a threatening way

 Choking – makes you cough

 Quavering – shaking

 Mythical – from myths

 Pleading – begging

 Tossed – threw

 Jagged – sharp and rough

 Relish – enthusiasm

 Nostrils – breathing holes in nose

 Wiping – cleaning with a cloth

The Story of Pan (Page 30) 

 Satyrs – mythical beings with the body  

of a human and legs and horns of a goat

 Entranced – amazed 

 Reeds – grasslike plants that grow in water

 Mournful – sad

 Haunting – sad

  
The Wise Little Girl (Page 33)

 Stallion – male horse

 Piebald – coloured with patches of  

two or more different colours

 Mare – female horse

 Foal – baby horse

 Tsar – Russian emperor

 Twinkle – sparkle

 Twitch – make a small jerking movement

 Riddles – tricky and puzzling questions

 Reluctantly – as if not wanting to

 Expert – someone who knows a lot  

about something

 Advisors – people who give advice

 Simple-mindedness – not being smart

 Stammered – said with a shaking voice

 Roubles – Russian money

 Quail – a kind of wild bird

 Outsmarted – fooled

Beppo Pipetta (Page 38)

 Duties – jobs

 Inns – old-fashioned hotels

 Knapsack – backpack

 Innkeeper – person who runs an inn

 Tavern – pub, bar or restaurant

 Sorcerer – magician

 Troublemakers – people who cause 

trouble

2 OF 2



What did you think of The Dragon’s Tail? 
Answer these questions to begin a discussion 
about the story.
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CLASS DISCUSSION SHEET

Text Questions

1. What kind of stories did Helmut like reading? How do you think his choice 

of books led to the adventure in The Dragon’s Tail?

2. Who do you think is the boys’ leader in the story? Why?

3. What are two things that Helmut chooses to do because he believes that is 

what heroes would do?

4. In the story, the dragon explains what an ‘anachronism’ is. How would you 

describe an anachronism, in your own words?

5. How does the dragon change when Helmut gives it an orange? Do you 

think this is what Helmut was expecting? 

Word match
Of these words, which two would you pick  
to describe each of the three characters to  
the left? Draw a line linking them to the 
words that best describe them. 

Answers: 1. Helmut liked stories about knights and heroes, and this probably did inspire him to lead his 
friends on a quest of their own. 2. Helmut is the leader, as he gives orders to his friends. 3. He tells his 
friends not to litter and decides to not run away from the dragon. 4. An anachronism is a person or thing 
from a different time that is out of place. 5. Eating the orange makes the dragon feel like eating the kids – 
which is NOT what Helmut was expecting! WORD MATCH: Helmut is BRAVE and DETERMINED, Florian is 
YOUNG and RUNNY-NOSED, and the dragon is COWARDLY and UNTRUSTWORTHY. 

A. Helmut

B. Florian

C. Dragon BRAVE

RUNNY-NOSED
COWARDLY
UNTRUSTWORTHY

YOUNG
Determined
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Test out your language skills by spotting the verbs and adjectives in this 
extract from The Dragon’s Tail! 

He tossed the orange to the dragon, who caught it in his jagged teeth, 

squashed it with his mighty jaws, and swallowed the juicy pulp with relish. 

His great eyes brightened like glowing lanterns, and he licked his lips with 

a red, pointed tongue. 

“Mmm, so tasty and juicy...” The dragon suddenly seemed less weak and 

more dangerous than just a moment before, and Helmut and his friends 

stepped back nervously.

1. Verbs are words that describe actions. Can you spot the four verbs in the 

first sentence of the extract?

2. Adjectives are words that describe things. What are the three adjectives in 

the first sentence? 

3. A simile (say sim-mi-lee) is when something is described as being like 

something else. What is the simile in this extract?

4. An adverb describes how an action is done. There is an adverb in the last 

sentence of the extract – what is it? (TIP: adverbs often end in -ly.)

AWESOME ADVERBS!
See if you can write down three  

adverbs that could replace the one 

in the last sentence of the extract. 

1.                                                                                 

2.                                                                                  

3.                                                                             

Answers: 1. Tossed, caught, squashed, swallowed; 2. Jagged, mighty, juicy; 3. ‘like glowing lanterns’; 
 4. Nervously. AWESOME ADVERBS!: possible adverbs could be quickly, slowly, quietly or noisily.
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How would you tell the amazing adventure of Helmut and  
his friends? Write what happened under these pictures…

1

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

2

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

3

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

4

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
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1 Where does the story  

take place?

a) France  

b) Germany  

c) England

2 What does the dragon 
breathe out of its mouth?
a) fire  
b) poisonous gas  
c) smoke

The Dragon’s Tail: SIMPLE STORYBOARD SHEET  StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

Name                                                                         Class            

5

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

6

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

Quick quiz

© storytimemagazine.com 2020

2 OF 2

Answers: 1. a, 2. c.



Who are the main characters in the story?

What is the solution?

How does the story end?

Where is the story set?

When is the story set?

StorytimeTM

Teaching ResourcesStory Structure Sheet

Name                                                                         Class            

What is the main problem in the story?
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Someone has 
jumbled up the events in 
the story! See if you can put 
them back in the right order...

Story Sequencing Sheet

The three boys grab hold of the tail and go on a ride as the dragon  
tries to escape. Little Werner is too scared, though, and is left behind.

The boys bravely fire their toy guns at the dragon.  
This frightens it, and it starts crying.

The dragon dives into its cave. The boys fall off its back, and the 
monster tries to frighten them.

Helmut feels sorry for the dragon and gives it an orange.

Helmut leads his friends Werner, little Florian and Felix on a quest  
to find the dragon that is supposed to live in the Dragon’s Gorge. 

The dragon is scared away, and the boys leave the cave. They agree 
not to tell anyone about the dragon, as no one would believe them.  

The dragon eats the orange, which makes it feel like eating  
something else… like little kids!

Before the dragon can do anything, the boys hear Werner and 
Florian’s mother calling from outside the cave.

They go into the narrow chasm, and then spot something that looks  
like a dragon’s tail.

The dragon tells them that it is a creature that does not belong in this 
time. It begs them not to tell anyone, or else it might get put in a zoo.



The Dragon’s Tail is written from the point of view of Helmut 
and his friends – but what would the dragon write in its diary 
about its meeting with the boys? 

Dear Diary, 
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                   

©
 s

to
ry

tim
e

m
a

g
a

zi
ne

.c
o

m
 2

0
2

0

Favourite Fairy Tale: The Dragon’s Tail

DrAGON’S DIArY

StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

Name                                                                          Class            



StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

Dragons have starred in hundreds of great stories. Add a tick 
in the box beside the ones you have read. Why not choose one 
story you HAVEN’T read yet and get it out from the library?

DRAGON READING CHALLENGE!

© storytimemagazine.com 2020
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1

2

3

4

How to Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell.  
The story of a young Viking named Hiccup, who  
makes friends with a dragon. Age: 8+

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien. The story of a little Hobbit called Bilbo 
Baggins, who goes on a quest to help some dwarves get their home 
back from a very dangerous dragon called Smaug. Age: 8+

Voyage of the Dawn Treader by C.S. Lewis. When a boy ends up 
on a voyage in the magical world of Narnia, his greed leads to him 
getting turned into a dragon. Age: 8+

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire by J.K. Rowling. The book’s 
young hero is entered in the magical and very dangerous Tri-Wizard 
Tournament and must face a dragon and other dangers! Age: 9+

5

6

7

8

Oscar and the Very Hungry Dragon by Ute Krause.
A picture book about a boy who cooks delicious treats for  
a dragon and makes a new friend! Age: 7+

The Unicorn Rescue Society: The Basque Dragon by Adam 
Gidwitz, illustrated by Hatem Aly. An illustrated story about kids 
who work together to save an endangered dragon! Age: 8+

When a Dragon Moves In by Jodi Moore, illustrated by Howard 
McWilliam. When a boy builds an amazing sand castle, a dragon 
moves in and causes all kinds of mischief! Age: 5-7  

Warren & Dragon: 100 Friends by Ariel Bernstein. There is more 
to Warren’s ‘toy’ dragon than meets the eye – it’s actually a REAL 
dragon that is 122 years old and loves marshmallows! Age: 5-8
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DrAGON FACT SHEET
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Dragons or dragon-like creatures appear in many myths 
and legends from around the world. Scientists think 
that these mythical beasts may be based on the lizards, 
snakes and crocodiles that our ancestors came across.

In European stories, dragons are often greedy, destructive creatures that 
can breathe fire. They often want to eat princesses or gather treasure. 

Saint George, the patron saint of England, was a soldier from what is now 
Turkey. He famously defeated a dragon that was terrorizing the city of 
Silene in Libya. (See Issue 2 of Storytime for the story of Saint George.)

In German legends, a greedy dwarf named Fafnir was turned into a dragon 
after he took some cursed treasure. Fafnir was beaten by the mighty hero 
Sigurd – but the hero took the dragon’s treasure and was cursed as well!

5

6

7

8

Unlike destructive European dragons, Chinese dragons were said to be 
good and wise, with power over rivers, the sea and the weather. Check out 
the wonderful story of the four great Chinese dragons in Storytime Issue 10!

Chinese dragons were symbols of the emperors, who decorated their 
palaces and clothes with statues and pictures of them.

Dragons that represented the Chinese emperors had five claws on each  
foot, while other royalty could have dragons with four claws per foot.  
In Japan, dragons were shown with five claws on each foot. 

In China, when people found dinosaur bones, they believed that they 
were actually dragon bones and used them to make medicine!

9

10

The biggest dragon in mythology is probably Jörmungandr, from  
Norse myths – it was big enough to go right around the world,  
and was defeated by Thor the thunder god.

Dragons even feature on countries’ flags. The red dragon is a symbol of 
Wales and appears on its flag, and Bhutan also has a dragon on its flag.
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FAFNIR
Comes from: Germany.

Lives in: A secret cave 
where it kept its treasure.

Info: Fafnir was once a dwarf, but 
when he stole a cursed treasure he 
turned into a scaly winged dragon. 

Special abilities: Has extremely  
dangerous fiery breath!

LUNG 

Comes from: China.

Lives in: Rivers and seas.

Info: Chinese dragons are 
said to have the body of a snake,  
the claws of a tiger, the horns of a deer,  
the head of an ox and the snout of a pig. 

Special abilities: Can control the weather, 
change size and shape, and change  
colour to camouflage itself!

QUETZALCOATL 

Comes from: Mexico.

Lives in: The sky!

Info: Looks like a great  
feathered snake with wings.

Special abilities: Quetzalcoatl was the  
Aztec god of light, justice and wind.  
It gave humans the gift of maize (corn)  
and told them how to create books and 
calendars.

ST. GEORGE’S DRAGON 

Comes from: Libya,  
in North Africa.

Lives in: An oasis near  
the desert city of Silene.

Info: A monstrous beast with diamond- 
hard scales and great wings.

Special abilities: Has poisonous breath  
that can melt a knight’s armour!

JÖRMUNGANDR
Comes from: Norse mythology.

Lives in: The ocean – but it was so big  
that its body went right around the edge 
of the world!

Info: Thor, the Norse thunder god, once 
went fishing for Jörmungandr by using a 
bull’s head as bait. He caught the great 
serpent, but then threw it back!

Special abilities: Poisonous fangs!

THE KNUCKER 

Comes from: England.

Lives in: A deep pond called the  
Knuckerhole in Lyminster, Sussex.

Info: When the Knucker came out of its 
pond and started eating cattle (and  
people) in the countryside, a farmboy 
named Jim Puttock defeated the dragon – 
by feeding it a giant poisoned pie!

Special abilities: A BIG appetite! 

© storytimemagazine.com 2020
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IMAGINE YOUr DrAGON

Dragon’s name:                                                                              

What does it look like?                                                                 

Where is its lair?                                                                           

What are its special powers?                                                        

What would happen if you met it?                                                   
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Cut out the squares with dragon heads, bodies and tails,  
and mix and match to create your own dragon. 

BUILD YOUR OWN DRAGON KIT
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Here are even more dragon parts to cut out  
and use to make your own dragon!

BUILD YOUR OWN DRAGON KIT
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In medieval times knights painted designs called ‘coats of arms’ (or ‘heraldry’) 
on their shields so people could tell who they were when they were in armour!  
Choose a colour, a pattern, and an animal or monster for your own coat of 
arms from these pages, then draw and colour in your pattern on the blank 
shield on the last page. Finally, cut out your monster or animal and stick it on!
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Red (Gules)

Colours you should use

1 OF 3

Blue (Azure)

Green (Vert)

Black (Sable)

Purple (Purpure)

Gold or yellow (Or)

Silver or white 
(Argent)

Animals

Lion = bravery

Stag = wisdom 
and long life
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SHIELD patterns

Dragon = brave defender  
of treasure

Griffin = watchfulness  
and courage

Use one of these patterns for your design! 
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