
The Creation of the Sun is a legend from  
the Aztec civilization of Central America.  
When Chicovaneg goes on a great quest  
across a dark and cold world, he faces many  
dangers in order to save his family and his people.
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In Brief

1 Literacy lesson ideas

  Don’t worry if you don’t recognise some of the words in this month’s issue. Just look them 
up in the Glossary – it’s a great way to build your word-power!

  What do you think about the story of Chicovaneg? See if you can answer the questions 
about how the characters in the story felt and acted on the Class Discussion Sheet. 

  Want to spot a hyphen and learn how to make a superlative? Then check out the extract  
on the Reading Comprehension Sheet, and answer the questions!

 
  Myths are stories that have been retold many different ways over hundreds of years.  
How would you retell the tale of Chicovaneg’s quest? Write your version of the tale  
in the spaces underneath the illustrations on the Storyboard worksheet.

  Can you work out the most important things about Chicovaneg’s tale by filling in the  
facts on the Story Structure Sheet?

 
  The story of ‘The Creation of the Sun’ has been jumbled up on the Story Sequencing 
Sheet. See if you can put it back in the proper order...

  The Story Cards can be used to create your very own version of Chicovaneg’s story.  
Draw a card to get inspiration when you need to work out who (or what!) turns up in 
your story next...

              
           Continued on page 2...
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2 Maths Lesson Ideas

   The Aztecs had their own system of counting that used symbols instead of numbers.  
See if you can work out what they all mean on the Maths, Aztec-Style! worksheet.  
The Aztecs used a base-20 counting system, so this could be a fun introduction to  
non-base-10 maths.

Geography lesson ideas3
   The Aztecs were very good at growing crops – but they used agricultural systems quite 
different from those used in Europe! The Three Sisters will teach you about their main 
crops, and the Chinampa Puzzle page has a jigsaw challenge that uses the Aztecs’  
amazing island farms as pieces!

   The Aztecs enjoyed many luxuries, but can you work out which things they didn’t have 
on the Aztec Treasure! worksheet?

   Learn fun facts about the Aztecs’ ancestors and neighbours on the colourful Central 
American Civilizations page.

 

  Which words do you associate with light and which do you associate with darkness? 
Complete the exercise and match adjectives to senses on the Light and Darkness page!

           
  The Aztec people knew that the sun was very important! Think about what the sun means 
to you – and write about it on The Mighty Sun! worksheet.      
          

    Continued on page 2...
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5 PSHE Lesson Ideas

   In this month’s story, Chicovaneg makes a mighty sacrifice and goes on a quest to make 
sure that his family, his tribe and his people survive. This legend makes a great starting 
point for a discussion about social responsibility and serving our community. We might 
not get the chance to go on quests to save the world at the moment, but what can we  
do to make our homes, our schools, and our neighbourhoods better places?

4 Art Lesson Ideas

   Colour in the Aztec Sun in your own cool and colourful way!

   Imagine that you had to go on a quest to create a new sun like Chicovaneg did. What 
would you want your shield to look like? Draw an awesome design in the circle on the  
Sun Shield! worksheet.
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Don’t know a word in a story?  
Find out what it means here!

STOrYTIME 
GLOSSArY

The Rabbit and the King of Beasts 
(Page 6)

 Creatures – animals

 Fetch – get

 Orchard – place where fruit trees grow

 Gnawing – chewing

 Growled – made a sound like ‘growl’

 Hopped – jumped

 Swallowed – gulped down

 Rascally – troublesome

 Appetiser – small dish before main meal

 Gopher – kind of large rodent

 Burrow – underground home

The Frogs’ Choir (Page 10)

 Servants – helpers 

 Dozens of – many (24 or more)

 Frowned – looked unhappy or upset 

 Idly – in a lazy way

 Toyed – played

 Pleasant – nice or pleasing

 Xylophone – kind of musical instrument 

 Bulging – sticking-out

 Tucked up – covered up 

 Lullaby – song to make people fall asleep

Shadow Puppets (Page 12)

 Centuries – hundreds of years

 Governed – ruled

 Storyteller – person who tells stories

 

 

 Heartbroken – very sad

 Weeping – crying

 Journeyed – travelled 

 Craftsmen – people who make things

 Dull – boring

 Puppeteers – people who control puppets

 Ruler – person who controls something

 Drain away – wash away

 Prosperous – rich 

The Peabody Experiment (Page 16)

 Interrupted – suddenly stopped

 Clattered – came in while making noise

 Straightened – tidied up

 Stains – dirty areas

 Seedlings – small young plants

 Trowels – tools for digging in soil

 Tendrils – thin vines  

 Tamp – gently press

 Spattered – splashed with stuff

 Fertiliser – food that help plants grow 

 Tumbledown – not in good shape

 Trooped – walked in a group 

 Intercom – speaker system

 Snaking through – wriggling through 

 Vial – small container

   Antidote – something used to stop 

something else from working

 Snagged – caught

 Shuddered – shook 
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The Magician’s Horse (Page 21)

 Wilderness – wild area of land

 Banqueting table – big dining table

 Whirled – spun

 Embroidered – decorated with thread

 Whinnied – made a noise like ‘whinny’ 

 Bridle – head harness for a horse

 Ointment – a medicine that is rubbed in

 Fiercely – strongly 

 Collapse – fall down suddenly

 Marble – a valuable kind of stone

 Mane – long hair on horse’s neck

 Ragged – torn and untidy

 Rake – tool for gathering leaves

 Humble – simple 

 Carthorse – horse used for pulling cart

 Snorted – made a sound like ‘snort’

 Overjoyed – very happy

 Bravery – courage

The Owl and the Grasshopper 
(Page 30)

 Feathery – feather-filled 

   Rubbed – moved something against 

something else

 Riverbank – bank at side of river

 Croaked – made a noise like ’croak’

 Genius  – very smart or creative person 

 Chirping – making noise like ‘chirp’

 Challenging – difficult or complicated

 Vain – proud and full of himself

  

The World According to Leo (Page 33)

 Perched – sat

 Soar – fly very high

 Concentrate on – pay attention to

 Rambles – walks

 Mind-blowing – amazing

 Scribbled – quickly wrote

 Apprentice – person learning a job

 Goldsmith – person who makes things  

    out of gold

 Biblical – from the Bible

 Resembled – looked like 

The Creation of the Sun (Page 38)

 Crops – plants grown for food

 Plenty – large amounts

 Sorcery – magic

 Eternal – everlasting  

 Philosopher – wise person

 Forever – for all time

 Wintry – cold and icy, like winter

 Campfire – fire used when camping

 Prisoner – person who is locked up

 Toboggan – kind of sled

 Blizzard – strong storm with lots of snow

 Forwards – in a forward direction

 Chipped off – broke off

 Fragment – little piece

 Caverns – caves

2 OF 2



Did you enjoy reading ‘The Creation of the 
Sun’? Can you answer all of these questions 
about the story? 
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CLASS DISCUSSION SHEET

Text Questions

1.   The other Aztec heroes did not want to go on a quest to make a new sun. 

Why do you think this was? 

2.   Why did Chicovaneg decide to go on the quest? Can you find a part  

of the story where he explains why he did this?

3.   The quetzal bird helps Chicovaneg after he saves it. Do you think this 

teaches us a lesson about doing good deeds?

4.   Chicovaneg did not use force to free Quetzalcoatl. What do you think  

he used instead?

5.   Chicovaneg was too scared to leap to the stars, and Quetzalcoatl had  

to give him a push. Do you think this makes Chicovaneg less of a hero?

Answers: . 1. They did not want to go because even if they succeeded, they would never see their families again.  
2. Chicovaneg decided to go on the quest because it would help his family and his people – even if he would never 
be with them again. 3. Yes, good deeds often lead to good results for ourselves. 4. Chicovaneg used cleverness and 
cunning to free Quetzalcoatl from Masqueshab. 5. No, even heroes get scared sometimes and need help from others!

Imagine that you are 

Chicovaneg, and that you 

have just created the new 

sun. Which words would you 

use to describe how you are 

feeling as you look down at 

your family from the sky?

Which words?



Answers: 1. sky. 2. It is used between the words sun and shield. 3. It means extremely scared and is related to the 
word terror. 4. Deepest and darkest. Make It Super! smallest, yellowest and grandest.
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Have a look at the extract from ‘The Creation of the Sun’ below, and 
answer the questions about the words in it.

Chicovaneg floated through the heavens with his sun-shield, and its  

warmth and light melted the ice that covered the Earth. Rivers began to 

flow, new plants sprouted, and life returned to the world. The evil gods  

were terrified of the sun and fled to the deepest, darkest caverns, where 

they live to this day.

MAKE IT SUPER! You can make an ordinary  one- or two-syllable adjective into a superlative just by adding -est to the end. Can you make superlatives out of these words?  

SMALL   
__________________________
YELLOW 
__________________________
GRAND  
__________________________

1. Can you think of a synonym (word  

that means the same thing) that could be 

used instead of heavens in the extract? 

(Clue: It has 3 letters and begins with ‘s’.)

2. A hyphen is a kind of dash that is used 

to join two words together. Can you find the 

hyphen in the extract?

3. What do you think the word terrified 

means? Can you think of another word  

that it might be related to?

4. The last sentence of the extract has  

two adjectives (describing words) that  

are superlatives. A superlative is used  

to describe something that is the ‘most’  

in some way. What are the superlatives  

in the last sentence?



StorytimeTM

Teaching ResourcesRetell this month’s story in your own words by writing 
in what happened underneath the pictures below!

1

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

2

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

3

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

4

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
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Who are the main characters in the story?

What is the solution?

How does the story end?

Where is the story set?

When is the story set?

StorytimeTM

Teaching ResourcesStory Structure Sheet

Name                                                                         Class            

What is the main problem in the story?
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See if you can put the events  
of Chicovaneg’s adventure  
back in the right order!

Story Sequencing Sheet

A wise man told the Aztecs that a hero could create a new sun  
by making a shield and then putting fragments of the stars on it.

A quetzal bird told Chicovaneg that Quetzalcoatl was being held 
prisoner in a cave by a wicked sorcerer called Masqueshab.

All of the Aztec tribes met to talk about how they might bring back  
the sun. Among them was a young chief named Chicovaneg.

When Chicovaneg was too scared to jump, Quetzalcoatl knocked 
him off the edge of the world, and the hero grabbed onto a star.

Quetzalcoatl took Chicovaneg to the edge of the world and  
told him that he would have to leap out to the closest star.

Chicovaneg went to Masqueshab’s cave. He tricked the sorcerer  
into drinking a liquid that put him to sleep and set Quetzalcoatl free.

Chicovaneg was carried into the sky by his glowing sun-shield.  
Its light ended the long winter and brought life back to the world.

The hero leaped from star to star, taking a bit from each one and 
putting them on his shield. It began to glow, and became a new sun.

Many ages ago, evil gods put out the sun and caused an everlasting 
winter to fall upon the world.

The Aztecs were happy that the sun had returned. They held  
a great festival for Chicovaneg, who had saved them all.

Chicovaneg made a shield and set off to create a new sun.  
He went looking for the god Quetzalcoatl, who could help him.
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Story Cards
Why not make up your own version of ‘The Creation of the Sun’? Start telling 
your story by drawing a card to find out which character or thing turns up 
first – and then draw more cards to see who comes into the tale next!
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Which of the words below do you associate with light,  
and which do you associate with darkness?

Light and darkness

LIGHT DARK

Answers: Light: bright, sun, summer, day, colourful, warm, lively;  Dark: cold, shadow, moon, winter, cool, night, quiet. 
Sense It! sight – bright, touch – warm, taste – salty, smell – stinky, hearing – loud.

Sense it! 

Sight Touch Taste Smell Hearing

Warm Salty Loud Bright Stinky

Can you draw a line between the adjectives 
below and the senses that they relate to?
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Night

SunShadow Moon

Summer

BrightCold

Cool

ColourfulWinter Day

QuietLivelyWarm



Imagine if the sun suddenly went out, as it did in  
the story. What would life be like without its heat 
and warmth? Write down the reasons why you  
are glad that it shines down on us!
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THE MIGHTY SUN!

Name                                                                   Class            



Answers: A. 45, B. 8010, C. 8062, D. 331. 
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The Aztecs had a big empire – which meant  
that they had to do lots of maths! After all, you  
need to make sure that everybody is giving  
you the right amount of gold, corn or cocoa!  
 
Aztec maths was based around the number  
20. For 1-19, they used groups of dots,  
representing pebbles. They used pictures  
of other objects like axes, feathers and  
purses for other numbers.

Use the table to the right to figure out the  
Aztec sums below!

Pebble

5 10
Axe

20 60
100

Feather

200

300 400

Purse

8000

A + + =
B + =+
C + =+ +
D =+ + +
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THE THREE SISTERS
Answers: 1. maize,  2. squash, 3. beans.
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The Aztecs grew three main crops: beans, maize (corn) and squash  
(a kind of pumpkin). They were called the ‘three sisters’ because they 
grew well together. Can you work out how they helped each other?

1.                                                  
has a long stalk, for bean 
vines to grow on.

3.                  
                    

             

have broad leaves, which 

shade the soil. 

2.                                                      put nitrogen back into the soil to help the  
other plants grow.

Farming typesThe Aztecs were able to build a  

great empire because they knew 

how to grow plenty of food! They planted crops on lakes by 

building islands called chinampas, and grew food on hills by 

using terracing. Farmers would build walls on hillsides and fill 

in the space behind them with soil. This created flat ‘terraces’ 

where they could cultivate crops.  



The Aztecs have built some nice chinampas (island 
farms) on a lake. (They are made of mud, poo, and rotted 
vegetation and can grow seven crops a year!) Can you work 
out which islands are needed to fill in the gaps?  

ANSWER:  
A, D and E.

Myths and Legends: The Creation of the Sun

CHINAMPA PUZZLE
StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

Name                                                                         Class            

A

B

C

D

EF

G

© storytimemagazine.com 2021
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AZTEC TREASURE! 
 The Aztecs ruled a great empire,  
and enjoyed many luxuries. Which 
three things below do you think the 
Aztecs did NOT have? Circle them all!

THINK  ABOUT IT! What is your favourite Aztec  food on this  page?

ANSWER: Aztecs did not have guitars, apples or steel weapons until they were introduced to the  
Americas by the Spanish. They also did not have mobile phones, which had not been invented yet!
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Cotton
Avocados

Corn

Mobile phones

Honey
Guitars

Steel weapons

Chillies

Cocoa

Gold

Apples



The Aztecs weren’t the only native civilization in  
Central America! Check out these fun facts about  
   cultures which came from this region. 

A tropical Treat!
The Mayans were one of the first peoples to enjoy  the taste of chocolate! They made a drink called ‘chocolatl’ from chillis and the seeds of the cocoa  fruit. This drink was very expensive, and only the wealthiest and most important people could afford it. When Europeans discovered cocoa, they mixed it with milk and sugar and created the solid ‘chocolate’ that we know and love today!

Name: Teotihuacanos
When they existed:  
300CE- 700CE
Famous for: Building  
the Pyramid of the  
Sun, the third-largest  
pyramid in the world.

Name: Aztecs
When they existed:  
1323CE- 1521CE
Famous for:  
Building the huge  
city of Tenochtitlan 
in the middle of  
Lake Texcoco.  
It is now Mexico City!

Name: Olmecs
When they existed:  
1400BCE- 400BCE
Famous for:   
Carving giant stone 
heads! They also 
grew many rubber 
trees, and were 
nicknamed ‘the 
rubber people’.

Name: Mayans
When they existed:  
750BCE- 900CE
Famous for: Building 
amazing stepped 
pyramids and drinking 
cocoa! 
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CENTRAL AMERICAN  
CIVILIZATIONS
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Note: The dates shown are 
only approximate, as historians 
don’t know exactly when these 
civilizations began or ended.
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The Aztecs worshipped the sun, and it is often shown in their art.  
Colour in the sun below, using bright reds, yellows and oranges!

Aztec Sun
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What would you want YOUR magical shield to look like?  

Draw your design in the space below!
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Myths and Legends: The Creation of the Sun StorytimeTM

Teaching Resources

Name                                                                         Class            

SUN SHIELD!

DID YOU KNOW?The Aztecs didn’t have iron or steel 
to make swords out of – they used wide wooden clubs 
studded with volcanic glass called obsidian instead.


